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This framework has been updated in 2021 to reflect the national standards identified in An 

Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families; the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; The Truth and Reconciliation Commission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Group Members:       
 
Cindy Ghostkeeper, Director of Permanency, PDCW - Adoption and Permanency Branch 
Shelley Latreille, A/Deputy Director, PDCW - Aboriginal Services Branch 
Deanna Stobbe, Director of Practice (South Fraser), Provincial Practice Branch 
Jennifer Rainer, Guardianship Consultant (South and East Fraser), Practice Development Branch  
John Yakielashek, Director of Practice (South Vancouver Island), Provincial Practice Branch 
Michelle Wywrot, Director of Provincial Practice, Provincial Practice Branch 
Allison Hamilton, Director of Practice (East Fraser), Provincial Practice Branch 
Heather Lawson Eichel, Acting Director of Adoption Service, PDCW-Adoption and Permanency Branch 
Lisah Hansen-Moore, Senior Policy Analyst, Child Welfare Policy 
Caren Van Der Mark, Director of Practice (North Vancouver Island), Provincial Practice Branch 
Shay Pearson, Director of Practice (Interior Thompson, Cariboo, Shuswap), Provincial Practice Branch 
Elizabeth Walker, Provincial Practice Consultant (Adoption), Provincial Practice Branch 
 
Special thanks to the Aboriginal Policy and Practice Framework (APPF) team for the graphics, pictures, and input 
into this permanency framework.  

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
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MCFD Vision Statement 

 
The Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) works with children, families and 
communities to achieve the following:  
 
“Indigenous and non-Indigenous children and youth in British Columbia live in safe, healthy and 
nurturing families and are strongly connected to their communities and culture”. 

 

What is Permanency? 

 
Permanency refers to a child or youth having attachments and connections to parents, siblings, 
families, communities, and cultures so children and youth develop into healthy, secure adults. 
Children and youth have better long-term outcomes when they remain with their families and 
communities.  

 
There are various worldviews on the 
concept of permanency. Indigenous 
worldviews, for example, do not separate 
the child from family or community.  
When planning for Indigenous children 
and youth, it is important to think of 
permanency in the context of the child’s 
network of extended family and 
community members.1 

 
Permanency should not be considered only in the context of caregiver relationships, but also with 
a broader focus on promoting connections with culture, community, land, and familial relationships 
(recognizing that familial relationships may extend beyond biological connections).2  

 
  

                                                           
1 First Peoples Child & Family Review | v8 | n2 | 2013 Defining Permanency for Aboriginal Youth in Care. Stangeland 

and Walsh 
2  First Peoples Child & Family Review | v10 | n1 | 2015 Creating Places of Belonging: Expanding Notions of Permanency 
with Indigenous Youth in Care 74 

 

“To continue to exist as Peoples and as Nations, 
the connection between Indigenous Peoples and 
our children must remain unbroken.” Union of 
BC Indian Chiefs, 2002, p. 5  
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The Dimensions of a Permanency Plan  

 
A permanency plan will always include the following four dimensions of permanency: 
 

Cultural permanency, which can be described as an inherent 
right to have  continued, constant connection to traditions, 
language and culture, regardless of what else is changing; The 
sense of belonging to one’s heritage and cultural community is 
desired by, and a protective factor for, many young people. 
Cultural connection and permanency are particularly important 
for children and youth of Indigenous heritage. 
 

Relational permanency, which can be described as strong, long lasting connections with 
a biological family member/siblings, a guardian, an adoptive family, community 
members or sometimes an individual from an organization like the Federation of BC 
Youth in Care Networks – anybody who gives positive, unconditional commitment. 
 
Legal permanency, which is achieved through legally 
binding custodial arrangements such as family 
reunification, guardianship transfer and/or adoption. 
 
Physical permanency, which is achieved by creating a 
safe, stable, healthy, and long-lasting living arrangement.
   

 

What is Permanency Planning? 
 

Permanency planning refers to the process of supporting existing attachments and connections 
and/or building new attachments and connections to parents, families, communities, and cultures 
so that children and youth develop into healthy, secure adults.  Please refer to the circle process in 
the APPF when having permanency conversations.  Processes such as Collaborative Practice and 
Decision Making are often helpful in drawing the team together and creating cultural plans for 
Indigenous children and youth. 
 

 

 

 

Youth and young adults have defined Self-Permanence as the ability to be secure in themselves, 
have the strength, courage and resiliency, to define permanence for themselves. See 
AgedOut.com for more information and as a resource when working with youth to learn about 
permanence and how to reconnect with family and community. 



 
 

 

  5 │ page 

Permanency must be considered in all planning with a child or youth, as well as their family, 
community, and nation. Efforts to secure permanency for children and youth must occur 
throughout all child welfare involvement. 
 

Permanency in Legislation & Policy 
 

• The Federal Act “An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, 
youth and families” enshrines that permanency planning is a requirement 
for Indigenous children and youth. The legislative framework of permanency 
is laid out in: 

• An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and 
families; 

• Child, Family, and Community Service Act; 

• Adoption Act. 

Permanency planning is a requirement in policy and legislation.  The policies that guide permanency 
are: 

• Child Protection Response Policies, Chapter 3; 

• Out of Care Policies, Chapter 4; 

• Permanency Policies, Chapter 6; 

• Standards for Youth Support Services and Youth Agreements; 

• Adoption Policy and Procedures. 

 

In addition, the following frameworks and guides also guide permanency practice: 

• Aboriginal Policy and Practice Framework; (may also add APPF Practitioner’s guide once 
approved) 

• Trauma Informed Practice (TIP) Guide for working with children, youth and families; 

• Family Preservation and Early Intervention  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 “We have been caring for our children since time immemorial. The teachings of our values, 
principles, and ways of being to the children and youth have ensured our existence as 
communities, nations, and peoples. The values of our people have ensured our existence. It is to 
the children that these values are passed. The children are our future and our survival.” 
Secwepemc Elder Mary Thomas 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/FullText.html
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_96046_01
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96005_01
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=F9A7BB6878C24731B54365FFF40510DA
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2E443E7ADDD54C82BC9F3C8134FADBC1&filename=out_of_care_policies.pdf
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/47FB445DF00E499595DA25B56977D552&filename=permanency_policies.pdf
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=B0100890916C47F5BE59331F8CBBAF27
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=C04864886AEA4B75BB79A58C2DAE3D8B
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=546A38B5162840499AEF788B530FC570
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=C427C2AFDB6C401980AD0432B3167A8B
https://intranet.gov.bc.ca/mcfd/content?id=F53ABB86354143E88E52C2462BE69F3C
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Principles of Permanency Planning  

 

Permanency planning must ensure that: 

• opportunities for family preservation and reunification are created;  

• the child /youth maintains connections to their family, communities and culture;   

• the child, youth, family and community guide the process of decision making;  

• the best interests of the child are taken into consideration when making any 
decision;  

• For Indigenous children and youth care providers are considered based on 
placement priorities, as established by s. 16 of the Federal Act ;  

• the least disruptive Out-of-Care options, sometimes called Kinship care, are fully 
explored and assessed first;  

• parents/guardians/care providers are supported to meet the needs of children and 
youth.  

 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

Permanency planning is intentional and begins at our earliest involvement with a family.  
Our priority is to ensure lifelong permanency for all children and youth by collectively 
developing and maintaining strong relationships and connection with family, community, 
and culture.  To quote what our youth tell us, “culture saves lives” and that permanency is 
measured in simple things like having a place to go on special days and someone to 
acknowledge milestones and celebrate your accomplishments, big and small. 
 

 A youth in an Out of Care arrangement stated she appreciated the move from a foster home to 
her OOC home as it “removes the middleman.”  She described how she no longer has to have her 
social worker sign consent forms, attend meetings and “feels more normal, like a family and feels 
loved.” 

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-11.73/page-2.html#h-1150658
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